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experience had, down to the present day, of their effects ; also the 
probable stability of the same as to essential outline and feature, in 
virtue of a matter-of-fact or two, which, relative to that topic, I 
have stated. And, in thus treating the great subject, 1 have ex- 
erted my puisne strength in attempting to raise and cast aside a 
corner of the veil, which would seem as shrouding a magnificent 
future.' pp. 98, 99- 

These extracts will serve as specimens of the author's style, and 
his method of considering the prospects of America, by ' inferring 
from the recent past the proximate future.' 

As for his ' statistical comparison,' showing our advance in na- 
tional opulence for thirty years, it consists in a meagre selection 
of results, taken from the proper authorities, exhibiting the state of 
our commerce, navy, post roads, and population, in the years 
1792 and 1821, all of which, and much more, may be seen at a 
single glance in Pitkin or Seybert. 

We are next told of a ' collection of other interesting facts.' 
These we have not been able to discover, except in a few pages 
devoted to the canals, and facilities for the internal navigation of 
the country. Had this part of the volume been printed separately 
in a suitable form and type, accompanied by Mr Tanner's valu- 
able map illustrating the subject, it would have been a praiseworthy 
undertaking. The matter, which now occupies thirty open pages, 
should have been brought into fifteen. 

The work is closed with an entire reprint of the President's last 
message to Congress, extending to thirtyfive pages ; and an Index, 
spread over twenty pages, which might with perfect ease, and 
much greater convenience to the reader, have been compressed into 
three. 



4. — Collections of (lie Newhampshire Historical Society, for 
the Year 1824. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 336. Concord. J. B. 
Moore. 

The Historical Society of Newhampshire was formed on the 
20th of May, 1823, and regularly organised by an act of the legis- 
lature of the state, on the 13th of June following. Its plan is nearly 
the same as that of the other historical societies of New England, 
it being designed to collect and publish ancient manuscript docu- 
ments, and such printed papers, as have become rare and difficult 
to be obtained, but which, nevertheless, contain interesting and 
important facts, which it is desirable to transmit to posterity. 
Among the most valuable parts of this volume, is a republication 
of Penhallow's History of the Indian Wars, with Dr Colman's 
Preface. This curious work, which gives much information on 
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the character of the Indians, and their modes of warfare, has be- 
come extremely rare, and is now very judiciously republished. It 
is accompanied with illustrative notes by the editors, and followed 
by a letter from Penhallow to Cotton Mather. Among numerous 
other papers, we have Mr Moore's Historical Sketch of Concord ; 
a letter from Oliver Cromwell to the Rev. John Cotton ; and origi- 
nal letters relating to Dr Belknap's History of Newhampshire. 

From these letters it would seem, that authors were not better 
encouraged, to say the least, thirtyfour years ago, than they are 
now. On the 17th of February, 1791, the legislature of New- 
hampshire, in a fit of extraordinary generosity, ' voted that the 
Rev. Jeremy Belknap have and receive out of the treasury of this 
state fifty pounds, as an encouragement for his laudable under- 
taking of compiling and perfecting a history of this state.' The 
following is an extract of a reply sent by Dr Belknap to the Hon- 
orable Nathaniel Peabody, who had communicated to him the vote 
of the legislature. After expressing his thanks for this grant, he 
adds, < You will excuse my saying I cannot view it as " a recom- 
pense," when you consider my attention and labor for more than 
eighteen years past in collecting, compiling, digesting and copying 
the history, together with the expense and risk, which I have in- 
curred. The expense of publishing the first volume was upwards 
of 250 pounds, and I expect that these which I have in hand will 
cost 400 pounds ; the payment of which, excepting what the As- 
sembly have granted, will depend on the sale of the books. The 
paper, printing, engraving, and binding, besides incidental charges, 
must absolutely be paid for by the author : for I cannot find, that 
the tradesmen concerned will risk anything.' Such are the re- 
wards of authors, and such the bounty of patronage,— -fifty pounds 
granted by a state legislature, fir eighteen years' waste of strength, 
and talents, and spirits, in searching after forgotten documents, and 
writing a history to perpetuate all that is most worthy of being re- 
membered in the deeds of those, who first settled that state by 
their courage, and of those who afterwards adorned it by their 
wisdom and virtues! 

We have only one hint to suggest to the committee of publication 
of the Historical Society, which is, that a good deal of interest 
would be added to the articles they publish, if each were accom- 
panied by a few remarks on its origin, the mode in which it has 
been preserved and obtained, or any other collateral facts of his- 
tory bearing on the point. 



